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September 5, 2016

Dear Middle Tennessee State University Golden Raider,

The MTSU Alumni Association invites those of us who graduated 50 or more years ago to 
attend a special reunion luncheon and be inducted into the Golden Raiders Society on 
Friday, October 14, as part of Homecoming Weekend. It is amazing to think of the 
numerous changes that have taken place at MTSU since we graduated five decades ago. 
Of course, change is inevitable. Back in 1966, there were only 5,700 students on campus 
. . . and not a single cell phone! Today that total has exploded to 23,000 students, and 
smart phones are almost a necessity. The old T-Room is still there, but is now a faculty 
dining room. Believe it or not, parking is not as bad as it was in our day, as shuttles from 
remote lots now abound. Although there are more than 100 buildings here, the MTSU 
campus is still the beautiful setting we remember.

After graduation, I stayed on in Murfreesboro and went to work at MTSU in University 
Administration. I married a Blue Raider cheerleader, Judi Schrichte (a fellow 1966 classmate), 
and we have two children. As a family, we have a total of seven MTSU degrees. After 36 
years with the University, I retired in 2003. Judi and I are still big Blue Raider supporters.

This Homecoming weekend, please put forth the effort to come back to MTSU and take 
advantage of the special reunion activities planned by the MTSU Alumni Association.  
The reunion, which recognizes all 50-plus-year graduates and specifically honors our Class 
of 1966, will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the Sam Ingram Building (former North Boulevard 
Church of Christ building). If you, or someone you know, graduated before 1966 and has 
yet to be inducted, please join us at the reunion and become a member of the Golden 
Raiders Society. A schedule of the weekend’s activities is enclosed. Please RSVP soon by 
mailing the registration form or calling 1-800-533-6878. I believe you will be very proud 
of what our alma mater has become. You must see it to believe it!

Let’s make this Homecoming an event to remember. It will be fun to be reacquainted and 
reminisce. Judi and I will be there. And, oh yes, we will beat Western!

Best regards,

Harold C. Smith
Vice President, Associated Student Body, 1966
MTSU Retired Employee, 2003
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